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"But Makino lacks the force and tenacity of a clever and successful
politician. At the same time, he is fair-minded and cautious. Once an
acquaintance appraised him by saying that he was a man who
would sound out the efficiency of a stone bridge with an iron stick,
and then would not cross, but would study it some more. He is very
careful. And his fair-mindedness is best explained by his association
with Saionji, who is noted for that virtue. They are alike in that.
"My bet is, if the League of Nations is active and beneficial to its
member nations, including Nippon, and Saionji lives to be the only
surviving Genro, this man Makino will be assigned to a very important
and steady office."
"What will that be?"
"As Minister of the Imperial Household or the Lord Keeper of Privy
Seal, he will be the ideal man—to be an immediate and constant adviser
to His Majesty, for instance. Saionji as the Genro and Makino as the
Lord Privy Seal will make a good team and serve democracy.
It was reported that some time ago old Field Marshal Yamagata asked
Saionji if there were anyone who could inform him on the principles
of democracy. Saionji recommended Makino, and he took up the job."
Just then, accompanied by his advisers, Baron Makino entered the
room.
All stared at him, but they could not determine whether the result
of the meeting had been favorable or not. Greeting the newspapermen
as usual, he and his subordinates retired to their official suite.
"There they go, seclusion, secrecy, incommunicado with us. At the
Conference, they are timid like a mouse before a cat They can't even
protest against dictatorial action like President Wilson's," Baba grum-
bled.
Baron Makino returned unexpectedly to the reporters and sat down
among them. They showered him with questions, especially on the
racial-equality clause in the Covenant of the League of Nations.
Slowly Makino began: "Led by the United States, all six major
Powers opposed the racial equality clause in the Commission. America
thinks that this proposition and her own so-called Japanese immigra-
tion question are too closely related. That is, if the League of Nations
nullifies racial or color lines, the American refusal to allow Nipponese
to enter that country will be considered unfair, and under international
pressure she may finally be forced to abandon her attitude towards
Orientals—"	.'
"It was rejected there, then?"

